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PREFACE

We have said before that Central African forests 
are of global importance, and this is more true 
now than ever. Adding to climate change con-
cerns, issues such as increased wildlife trafficking, 
manifested by devastating elephant poaching and 
increasingly scarce fauna resources available for 
local populations, land pressures from new forms 
of industrial farming and mining concessions, 
and major infrastructure projects. With the dual 
pressures of population increase and globalization, 
pressures on forest ecosystems is growing, while 
management efforts on the ground cannot always 
effectively keep pace with change.

Thankfully, global awareness of the plight of 
tropical forests - and Central African tropical for-
est issues in particular - is growing. International 
negotiations are searching for better mechanisms 
to preserve the forests, agreements for protection 
have been adopted by States, improved forest man-
agement standards are being decreed, regional and 
national institutions are being strengthened. Pow-
erful examples of progress and success stories, are 
emerging, such as: 

•	 	forest	and	commodity	concessions	that	are	
legally certified as sustainably managed, 

•	 	community	rights	agreements	are	increas-
ingly organized and adopted as policy, 

•	 	conservation	concessions	that	are	created	
and protected areas that are strengthened. 

The differences among COMIFAC countries 
are more marked than in the past. Some have com-
mitted themselves to ground-breaking and results-
oriented policies and reforms while learning from 
other member States. While in other countries 
governance shows little sign of improvement, which 
diminishes their international credibility.

It is therefore too early for celebration, but now 
more than ever we must pursue efforts among all 
partners to meet the challenges before us.

This new edition of the “State of the Forest” 
could not have seen the light of day without the 
contributions of numerous authors and readers 
who have devoted considerable time and energy to 
refining it. We thank them immensely. Our sincere 
thanks also go to the countries and institutions 
which have supported publication of this work: 
the European Union, Norway, the United States of 
America, Germany, France, Canada and the FAO.

Raymond Mbitikon 
Executive Secretary of the 

COMIFAC

Matthew Cassetta
Facilitator of the Congo Basin 

Forest Partnership
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INTRODUCTION 

2013 STATE OF THE FOREST: An important participatory undertaking in Central Africa

The 2013 State of the Forest Report is the fruit of a long partici-
patory process of information gathering, exchanges between experts, 
debates and the building of consensus to provide elements for the 
improved management of the Central African ecosystems. This vital 
undertaking responds to a groundswell request from diverse stake-
holders for consolidated information in a joint report. The process 
of creating the report comprises many stages, wherein many actors 
are involved over a period of more than two years. The production of 
this new edition began in March 2011 on the occasion of the closure 
of the workshop to validate the 2010 Report, which was attended 
by about 65 participants.

As with previous editions, participants were asked to suggest 
topics of interest for the Report. More than 40 topics were proposed 
for the 2013 Report. A discussion then began on the prioritization 
of the various topics. This process resulted in certain topics being 
reorganized, culminating in the proposal for 10 chapters, which now 
constitute the bulk of this “State of the Forests”.

At the editors’ request, the drafting of each chapter is led by a 
“chapter coordinator”. He/she:

(i) Proposes a structure for the chapter, based on the topics 
proposed,

(ii) Stimulates the group of co-authors to generate their respec-
tive contributions,

(iii) Formats the various contributions as  well as possible, and
(iv) Prepares the first version of the chapter for the validation 

workshop and the final chapter based on feedback received from the 
workshop.

The validation workshop held in Douala on 21st and 22nd March 
2013 constituted a key step in the production of this publication. 
The principal goal of the workshop was to encourage the actors and 
partners of the Congo Basin forest sector to examine, amend and vali-
date the texts proposed for publication. In total, around 100 persons 
participated in this meeting, including public administration officials 
and representatives of environmental NGOs, the private sector and 
development projects.  First, each draft chapter, including its themes 
and key elements, was presented, thus enabling each participant to 
identify the topics to which they could best contribute. Secondly, 
the participants were divided into working groups so as to make 
suggestions and contributions towards improving chapter content. 
During these discussions, there was a high degree of participation, 
and participants helped to make available to the authors better and 
more accessible information. The authors then proceeded to work 
on these texts. This work can take several months depending on the 
information and new analyses proposed at the validation workshop.

Participants at the Validation Workshop on the “2013 State of the Forest – 21-22 March 2013’’
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Once the texts – often drafted partly in French and partly in 
English – have been finalized, a proofreading committee works on 
improving their coherence and presentation in order to reach as wide 
an audience as possible. The translation, formatting, proofreading, 
printing and dissemination of the document are the final stages in this 
adventure, but they are nonetheless intensive and time-consuming 
and involve substantial human resources.

In terms of content, this new edition pays primary attention 
to forests other than dense rainforests. Hence three out of the ten 
chapters are devoted to (i) the forest areas of savannas and steppes, 
(ii) agroforestry and domestication of trees in Central Africa, and 
(iii) forest plantations.

Two chapters focus on topics related to climate. The first analyzes 
the Central African climate, concentrating in particular on (i) the way 
in which this climate could change in years to come, (ii) the chang-
ing impacts and (iii) possibilities of adaptation. The second reviews 
international negotiations and progress of REDD+ in the region.

Two other chapters address the important issue of allocation and 
utilization of forest land. The first addresses it from the standpoint 
of past trends leading to current problems and prospects at a time 
when the potential of Central African soil and subsoil is being pros-
pected in many ways. Contrary to this first chapter with a somewhat 
“macro” perspective and a survey of new economic operators, the 
second chapter tackles the same subject, but from the standpoint of 
rural societies facing current and foreseeable impacts from emerging 
multiple land uses. 

Finally, three chapters address recurring topics: the changes in 
forest cover, the forestry industry value chain and biodiversity sta-
tus. Compared with previous editions, we note a multiplication of 
research projects on forest cover change using increasingly numer-
ous and detailed satellite data. These studies all demonstrate a faster 
regional forest cover loss than natural regrowth of the canopy. 

Biodiversity is also constantly diminishing. Fauna is under more 
pressure than ever. In addition to traditional hunting and commer-
cial hunting of bush meat for towns and urban markets, we have 
witnessed for some years now large-scale poaching and trafficking in 
species of all kinds. Strengthening the law - the leitmotif of the action 
plans - is not yet producing the desired results. Among flora or fauna, 
the only species which expand are the invasive species, and among 
the keystone species, the mountain gorilla. The logging industry is 
also experiencing changes; new regulations and new markets (mainly 
Asian), changing production methods and, here again, differences 
between the courses followed by the various countries, notably con-
cerning the implementation of sustainable management procedures.


