Contents:

Dedication:
Acknowledgements:

Summary:

Chapter 1: Openings

In Search of a Question:
Interrogating the ¢/’ [slash]!:
Research Aims:

Smooth Stories of the Self:

Chapter 2: Boundary Crossing

Interrogating positivism/poststructuralism
Poststructuralism:
The Philosophers of Difference:

Re-knowing:

iv

vi

N SN AW

14

15
20
25
40



Chapter 3: An Interruptive Review of the Literature

An Interruptive Review:
Destabilising inclusion/exclusion:
The Historical Context:

The Competing Discourses of Inclusion/Exclusion:

Chapter 4: Dilemmas of Method

Writing as a method of inquiry:
Collecting the Data:

An Ethical Interlude:
Dilemmas of Representation:

Representing the data:

Chapter 5: Reading the Data - The Postcards

Abstract:

Postcard 1: The Dark Element of Utopianism.
Postcard 2: The OK Corral.

Postcard 3: The Ghost

Postcard 4: Fitting into Somebody Else’s Shoes
Postcard 5: The Banned Class

Postcard 6: Regime of Truth

Postcard 7: The Silence of Culture

Synopsis:

il

42

42
46
47
54

70

71
75
84
87
97

100

101
103
111
117
123
128
136
142
150



Chapter 6: A Deliberate Ethical Interruption

In Search of a Question: Interrogating the ¢/’ [slash]!
A Discourse of Ethics:

A Deliberate Ethical Interruption:

Evaluation of the Research:

Ending/beginning:

Reference List:

ER R R R R R R R R R R R R S R R R R

il

151

151
155
157
165
168

173



Dedication

To Chris and Ma for keeping faith — and to me for seeing it through!

iv



Acknowledgements

My thanks go to:

Richard Edwards, my supervisor, whose humour, wit and erudition supported and
guided me. A tutor extraodinaire, who did not supervise, criticise or impose, but
enabled me to do all three myself. I have learnt such a lot about supervising my own
students. Without exception, Richard, I enjoyed our meetings.

To the participants who gave of their time so freely and willingly, and whose words
nourished my thinking. I hope I have done you justice [or, at the very least, no
injustice].

To my colleagues, and friends, [you know who you are!], who were tolerant,
encouraging, patient and considerate, at least while I was around!!

Lastly, to the University of Aberdeen, which paid my fees, gave me the space, and
allowed me, at an advanced stage of my career, to embark on a life-changing
experience.

>k 3Kk ok ok >k ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok sk sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk kok sk k-



Summary

This thesis uses poststructural theory to question how language shapes educational
policy and practice. It starts from the premise that the tendency for categorising
knowledge as binary opposites, whilst potentially useful, also encourages polarisation,
is reductive, and produces closure. Thus, by interrogating the ¢/’ [slash], the boundary
between the pairs, the intention is to produce a different, more equable, productive, and
openly uncertain way of questioning unresolved educational dilemmas, hence the search

for a question. Educational inclusion/exclusion foregrounds this research.

It did not start out this way. As a scientist, a zoologist by training, and steeped in the
rigidity of scientific method, the original study concerned proving a hypothesis, using
questionnaires to collect the data and followed by some sort of statistical analysis.
However, this approach did not acknowledge the complexity, nuances and shades of
meaning within the language of inclusive education that I wished to explore.
Poststructural theory offered a different strategy and interrupted my positivist thinking
throughout.

Thus, a Foucauldian approach has been used to interrogate the inclusion/exclusion
binary in the literature. Searching for the historical a priori is followed by an
interrogation of the different discourses and the power relations therein. An empirical
analysis succeeds the textual analysis, for which data was collected in the form of
interviews. Called participatory interactions, secondary teacher educator colleagues
were asked to talk about inclusion, and activatory phrases were used to stimulate
discussion. Poststructural interruptions about ethics suggested an innovative method of
discourse analysis developed using Derrida’s metaphor of a postcard, in which he

enacts the performative stance of deconstruction.
Aspects of the data that troubled the inclusion/exclusion binary are presented as verse

alongside a reflexive response that stimulates theoretical discussions called ‘new lines

of flight’. On the reverse side of every postcard is a photograph, a graphic
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representation of some feature pertaining to the data selected, and the stamp is a picture

of the philosopher whose work inspired the theorisation.

Interrogating the /° [slash] reveals the complex interplay of each side of the binary and
surfaces a system of ethics regarding legitimation. The final chapter, therefore,
proposes a deliberate ethical interruption — an interruption of practice in order to
interrupt practice. Professional practice should be deliberately interrupted by research
in order to interrupt oppositional binary thinking. This research should have a
deliberately ethical component foregrounding personal values and attitudes. As a
consequence, inclusive education could be reconceptualised. The current discourse of
a failing educational experiment might then be transformed into an ethical project worth

going on with.
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