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





















|





           

                     











           

1





  |

AND DECAY


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“There's so much spare groon in Tunbrooke, there's so many places that are dilapidated… only recently 
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up. There wis so much spare groon. Ripped down the high school … ripped doon the community centre.” 
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| FRASER  CLARKAND

“When ye look at it, four outtae five [places like this] aren't nice. Ye don't huv nice things tae look at… just 

auld abandoned houses. The anes along here, their windaes are aw smashed so, somebody like yerself 

that's naw fae Tunbrooke, tae walk doon the street, it looks rough … I was no angel growin up, I've went 

tae the empty houses and [smashed the windows]… it gies ye that buzz and somethin to do for an hour.” 
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One woman was made four cash offers above the value ae the house. She didn't want to sell it to drug 

dealers. That for me is the biggest issue, the social housin, and the investment that's comin in. A lottae 

investment has gone intae housin, they've got tenants under pressure if they cannae keep up wi their rent, 

need tae come tae some kinda arrangement. … we'll provide you this house if you dae something back for 

us. And ah think that goes on a lottae the time.
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

“Obviously, there's been an 

increase in drugs in the community… mental health [problems] has increased, alcoholism's increased… I think there's mair 

poverty related issues than there's ever been.”
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Cos you know, at the top of the street, there's a group— on a bad day— maybe about 15 boys, standing 

around… Just people standing about, and then a boy turns up on a bike, then goes away, then there's a 

big man on the phone. And you realise that's what's happening, peddling. But yeah, the community's well 
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The people who are makin' all the money, aren't the ones at the front line, they're using other people to do 

it. And it's pretty obvious who's involved in it, ye take a walk along the street and ye'd be able tae identify 

that… Ye see it on every street…. They [top bosses] don't stay here. But their presence is there. And it 

wouldn't take ye long to notice, see the motor with the blacked oot windae. There's people and businesses, 

the investment is comin from somewhere … That network still exists. And it exists street by street
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lot of money because of what they're daein that they wouldnae [otherwise] have… [and] this is something they're … good 

at

Ah've offered young people apprenticeships, and they say ‘you're offerin £120 a week when ah can make 

£100 in an hour on the street’. Some young people accept that, and accept goin tae jail as part of their 
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career. That's where they get the chance tae build themselves up, come oot further up the ladder. A lottae 

them will see it is an opportunity

We call it [community] economics, we're saying to the laddies ‘you come and dae this course for five days 

a week and we'll gie you £55’. And the laddies are looking at you and goin, £55? … [They're] sitting wi' 

about four grand in their pocket. Like, it's, it's, that's what you're up against
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It is easy, don't get me wrang, where we're fae, it is easy tae get roped in, it's really easy. That's how people 

higher up the chain are kickin aboot in the best ae motors and hooses, cos they're not touchin anything. 

So it is easy for young people, and it's up tae that young person… When yer a wee guy and yer at school, 

yer ma's givin ye money tae go oot wi, somebody else comes alang and offers 20, 30, 50 quid tae dae the 

smallest thing tae you, but it'll mean something tae them. That's when they start givin mair, gie ye mair 

tae slash tyres, dae this tae him. … And then it's them that get caught
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